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HE thek mater of the Padre nal 4 Arguments ley | 
in it, are ſuch, as I truſt, could not poſlibly give Oſſenoe to any 
ſerious Ohriſtian, or true Member of the Church of EANAil; and 
a thought that the Experience of forty Years in the miniſterial Func- 
tion, might juſtify me in taking the Liberty to cenſure, not Perſons, but 
Practices; Practices entirely repugnant to the Statutes of this Realm, 
and the Laws and Diſeipline af the Church; Practices manifeſtly deſtruc- 
tive of all Religion, which, unleſs prevented by the higher Powers, will 
end in the Ruin of the rape 3 r nen 


of the People. 
My whole Deſign was ; to warn youngOlergymen n frking Pre- 
Font by ſuch Methods as will probably involve them in great Guitt 


andPerplexity ; and likewiſe to admomiſhPatrons to conſider the Nature 
and Sacredneſs of the Truſt repoſed in them, and te <aidarge * nen 
who believe they muſt give an Account. 

We read of Lord Chief Juſtice Cote s, © That he had many Benefices 
r in his Gift, and freely gave them to ſuch Men as he thought worthy of 
them; ſaying, in his Language, Church - Livings fhould always 
< paſs by Livery and Seiſin, and not by Bargain or Sale.” 

TheVifitationSzRMon has'been approved, not only byMr Archdeacon, 
(whoſe great Abilities are well known to the learned World, and to whom 
I amindebted for his Inſpection of it before it was ſent to hc Prefs) but 
by ſeveral other Clergymen, particularly a grave, antient Gentleman, 
the late Reverend Mr Parfe# of Rocbeſter, * ox I never knew, till I re- 
ceived from him a Preſent of the Books he had pubUhed, with us Sen- 


timents incloſed as follows. 


81K, Ang. 21, 1769. 
« HAVING rang a Member. of The SociE TY for promoting Cbriſtian 
&« Knowledge near ſixty Years, acquainted with your Name for ſeveral, 
and diſpoſed of many dozen of 3 to the Knowledge of the 
i Chriftian Religion, &c; I was abundantly encouraged to buy your Sex- 
* MON immediately on its being advertiſed, and do now moſt heartily 


« for myſelf and many of my Brethren thank you for it ; who was not 
A'S. « afraid 


* See DALz's Hiſtory of the Antiquities of Harwich. 
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9 of afraid to attack a Gravamen of the moſt gigantic Size. —1 take the 
« Liberty of praying your Acceptance of a few Pieces I have ventured to 
< preſent to the Publick,; reſolving to be doing my utmoſt to drive the 
« wild: Boar out of the Lord's Vineyard, ſo long as I can hold my Pen: 
r and when diſahled that way, N an ſhall have it in my Power to pray 
eto * very laſt; [0] Lars; | enn, e m V wy id 


4? Vine.” Aa 9105199 07 YT 13's þ n ; 1 HL Y | 
andes adde 1818 23. © Fart (344 | | 
It is juſtly obſerved by a very Tedd: and vo nden Writer, that * 


« without a new Regulation in the manner of diſpoſing of Benefices, the 
“Contempt of the Prieſthood will increaſe more and more, and, by the 
« juſt Vengeance of God, the Ruin of the Church will be haſtened. 
e was in Company the other Day with many, when your Sermon was 
« mentioned, and commended ; upon which a young Clergyman faid, 
« he had heard it much ne: itt He was juſt come from Cambridge, 
« but the next News was, that his Uncle, nnn had * ** | 


«2 n e for him.“ 


oy far as I can learn, they, WU have been offended at * Sermon, were — 
chiefly 1 ſuch as had. traded, in, or were, waiting for Preferment obtained 
by means of this illicit Commerce, Not able to bear the Truths, or con- 
fute the Arguments delivered in this Diſcourſe, they have taken another 
Method of invalidating them, by propagating notorious Calumnies and 
falſe Reports; aſſerting in the moſt public Companies, that the Preacher 
was now in P oſſeſſion of al: iving which he took to hald for a Minor, ä 
and refuſed to reſign. And alſo. 
That he kept back a Legacy of 500. which had been given by a Rela- 
tion of his, for the Benefit of the Vicarage of Al. Saints in Sudbury. 
Theſe are heavy Charges irideed, had they been true. But ſome of 
my Friends, who had often heard me thus wrongfully accuſed, defired 1 y 
me to give them'in'Writing a particular Account of theſe Matters, that | 
they might be able to vindicate me upon any future Occaſion. I have 
therefore drawn up a real State of both theſe Caſes, and challenge any 
of my Accuſers openly, by Name, and upon good Evidence, to diſprove 
any thing related”! in the following Narrative. 55 | 
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A FAITHFUL 


FAITH FUL 


N the Year 1733, the Living of Little Bromley in the County of Eſx, 
being vacant by the Death of Mr Arlington Harriſon, (of whoſe Father 
Mr Alderman Newman of Sudbury, ſome Years before, had purchaſed 
the Eſtate of Bromley-Hall, with the Manor and Right of Preſentation to 

the Church) H. C. went to Mr Newman and aſked for it: And Mr Newman, 

without any Heſitation, promiſed to give it him, in caſe Mr Henry Har- 
riſen, Brother to the late Rector, would not accept of it. Mr Harriſon, 
after fome Weeks time to conſider on it, refuſed the Living; Then the 

Promiſe was repeated to H. C. A Day or two before the Preſentation 

was to have been ſigned, H. C. was in Company with the late Rev. Mr 

Burrough of Sudbury, who ſaid to him, 1 ſuppoſe you go to London next 

« Week for Inſtitution to Bromley.” Ves, 81 R, replies H. C. But, ſays 

Mr Burrough again, I hear you are only to have it for a Term of Years. 

For a Term of Years, ſays H. C? I do affure you, not a Syllable of that 

kind was ever mentioned to me. Surprized and uneaſy at hearing this, 

H. C. went down to Mr Newman the next Day, told him wliat Mr Bur- 

rough ſaid, and aſked him, what could be the Meaning of ſuch! a Report ? 

Mr Newman anſwered, © He was adviſed by ſome of his Friends to tell 

e me, That he expected I ſhould reſign. the Living to any Child of his 

e that ſhould be capable of taking it.. H. C. was quite diſſatisfied with 

this Propoſal, adviſed with Mr Burrough and others of his Acquaintance 

about it, particularly with the Reverend Mr Heckford, ſenior. All diſ- 
ſuaded me from taking the Living upon the Conditions propoſed, and 

Mr | 


NARRATIVE, &c. 
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129 
Mr Heckford lent me Biſhop Stilling fleet's little Tract On Bonds of Refigna- 


tion. But notwithſtanding his own Sentiments, and the Advice above- 
mentioned ; H. C's Relations, unacquainted with the Nature of Eccle- 


ſiaſtical Affairs, told him he was too ſcrupulous; and that he was very 
much to blame to refuſe a Living, the Profits of which he might have for 
a Number of Years, Mr Newman having then only oneSon, Samuel, about 
three Years old. But H. C. conſidering the many Temptations to which 
ſuch a Tenure was liable; and being timorous of the Oath to be taken, 
was very averſe to the treating at all about the Living, or having any 
thing more to do with it. Still importuned, and urged by his Friends 
he at length conſented fo far, that if Mr Næuman would truſt him with 
the Preſentation, he would go up to the Biſhop, then Dr G:bſon, and if 
he approved of the rd propoſed, H. C. would take Inſtitution to 
the Living s if he did not approve of them, H. C. would return Mr New- 
man his Preſentation. H. C. accordingly went to Londm, waited on the 
Biſhop, tendered him the Preſentation, and told him withal, that. the 
Patron expected H. C. ſhould reſign to any Child of his that ſhould 
be capable of taking it. And then I faid, « My Lord, As I am a very 
young Man (not quite 24 Years of Age) I ſhould be much obliged to 
«* your Lordſhip to give me your Advice, what is beſt for me to do?” 
Thè Biſhop anſwered, I am not to be Judge and Counſel in. the fame 
Affair. I replied again, © My Lord, I beg, you will be ſo kind as to 
e let me know your Opinion? The Biſhop then anſwered, I have often 
heard of holding a Living for a Minor, (though that I do not like) but 
never in my whole Life, heard of any Clergyman being required to reſign 
a Living when any Child of the Patron's ſhould be capable of taking it. 
If I was in your Caſe, I would notdo it. You are to confider the Oath 
againſtSimony. He added farther, I promiſe you, I will not ordam you 
upon that Title. I thanked his Lordſhip for having ſo freely given me 
his Opinion, and ſaid, What your Lordſhip would not do in myCafe, 
« am fully determined not to do.” I took the Preſentation again, and 
went to the Reverend Mr H7rgbt, at his Chambers in St Martins, and 
acquainted | him with what had n between the Biſhop and me. 


Within two Days I afturijed to Sudbary, went down to Mr Newman's 


Houſe, thanked him far ** me with the Preſentation, cancelled it, 
| 1 and 


L 7 1 5 
and left it upon the Table. 1 repeated to him what the Biſhop ſaid, and 
told him, © If I was ſure to be a Curate all my Days, I would never 
e accept of a Living upon thoſe or any other Conditions «wand 


42. 


20 1701 


After my refuſal, Mr Newman P'S. about to look for an elderly Cler- 
gyman, and at length found out the Reverend Mr Vatkinſm, Curate of 
Panfield and Blackwater in Eſſex, whom he immediately preſented to this 
Rectory of Litth Bromley; but the old Gentleman enjoyed it 1 three 
Years, and died in June 173% wage 


The Living continued vacant near! five Months, everat enen 
made application for it, being well informed of H. C's reſol ution, not to 
ſeek after it any more. He ſaw Mr Newman ſeveral times, but never 
once mentioned the Living, no Deſire to have 1 it 1 fuch Cond;- 
tions, being quite ſatisfied with his on Conduct. FE 


In the Year 1733, after H. C. had refuſed the Living and I the 
Preſentation, never expecting to have any farther Concern with it, he 
wrote the following Stanzas, which he here tranſcribes, not for any Ele- 
gancy in the Compoſition, but only 10 how what wes the real Senti- 
ments of his Heart at that Tims. — * | 


I. 
WIILE Life and Health prolong my 8810 
I'll neyer ceaſe to ſing. łhy Praiſe, 
Great Gov, whoſe Fow'r and eee b 
In all Events, to all benign. ) wal q 
FR £2 
What tho, by Diſappointment croſi d, 
The Benefice I ſought is loſt; 
Vet till a greater Good T find, 
Complaceney and Eaſe of Mind. a 
”. 
Men buy and fl; Bonds give and take, 
Of Livings wretched Traffic r 
Th' Incumbent aged; ſick or dead. 
And hold for Minors, good or bad. 


* 
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| 
| 
| 
1 
| 
| 
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| 
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| "it; I to 1 fabmit my Cauſe, - N 
Nor dare for Lucre break his * E 4 e 


1 claim no Merit of my own; 15 rut {901 1 1. ea on 
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An Act unrighteous will not do. 


wh Nor ſwear to THI, not ſtritly true. LOG rea Fn 
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wit 


What Acquiſitions can outrie 7 na 1 „ 
B inegeny eo 
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That gone, Preferment, Place or Gain, 
»[Canie va 2 nen -Spirit's' 
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If ought is well or wie done, CER 
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To thee, O Lox»?! the Glory be; 3; oO 9 mos rid avi 
To thee the Praiſe, the Peace to me. 
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On thine Almighty Power and Aid ot Megs 
* 181 111 101; 51 os 2 1 * 
The Anchor of my Soul 1 is ſtaid; toi by thi 90 vis ini nen 


No Want, no Evils need 1 . Walt 13 1185 aid to et 


Under thy good, paternal Care. 
3 


The Heavns and Earth and Things thereil, 


Their Store and Plenty, all are thin e; 

And from thy Hand what Dleflings ou, 9. 3391. 

To all thy Children here below! i 1 Ha £4 
IX. 

Thy faithful Servant may =I prove, ! 063 1e 

Continue in thy Fear and Love gd 571 


And then I'm ſure I cannot fail. Soto .& 16 1:Y 


To ſhare the choiceſt of them all. Talks agile d FE 


X. 


Whate er my future Lot, Vll truſt; e e e 


In thee, the Patron of the Juſt ir NL 10 
Saying, with thy beloved Son, 92001 Ed | ; 
Father thy Will, not mine, be pres  k1A 


E 


18 1 
On the fifth of November, 1736, after H. C. had performed Divine 
Service at Tinſted in Eſſex, then his Curacy, a Farmer came to me by 
the Direction of Mr Lawrence Gibbon of Sudbury, and told me, that if 
I would go to him, he could procure a Living for me; or Words to that 
Effect. I accordingly went to Mr Gibbon in the Afternoon, who told 
me, Mr Newman will give you Bromley.” I anſwered; 81 R, I will 
not take it upon any Conditions. He ſaid again, Go to Mr Newman.” 
I went to Mr Newman's Houſe, who aſked me to walk into the Hall, 
where I ſpoke to him as follows: ©* SIR; Mr Gibbon bid me come to you, 
te and told me you would give me the Living of Litile Bromley ; and if 
te you will give it me freely and without any Conditions, I ſhall be much 
et obliged to you; otherwiſe I cannot accept of it.” His Anſwer was, 
te T aſk nothing of you ; 1 only deſire the Pariſh may be well taken care 
* of.” As J was going out at the Hall-door, he 11 more, I hope you 
© will be kind to the Widow,” meaning Mrs Watkinſon, the Widow of 
the laſt Incumbent. Nothing more then paſſed, but I was ordered to 
prepare the Form of a Preſentation, which I did, and Mr Newman ſigned 
it, November 9. As ſoon - as he had ſet his Hand to It, he declared, he 
© had no By-ends to ſerve, but only deſired that the Pariſh might be 
« well taken care of.” He repeated the ſame Thing, when I went to 
thank him on my return from London, after Inſtitution ; when he told 
me farther, That ſome Clergymen had been with him, and offered to 
« give him Bonds of Reſignation; and that one in particular would be 
t at theExpence of a Son'sEducation, if he would give him the Living; 
* but he deſired no ſuch Thing, only that the Pariſh might be eaſy.” 
( For in the former Incumbent's time there had been great Differences 
between him and the Pariſhioners, of which Complaint had been made 
to Mr Newman, and he expreſſed much Concern about it.) 


Mr Newmar's eldeſt Son, Samuel, before e ( who i is now Vicar 
and Lecturer of Dedham) was then about Six Years old: He had alſo 
another Son by his laſt Wife, when H. C. was preſented, about Three 
Years old, namely Thomas, who died at Cambridge of the Small-pox in 


the Year 1755. His third Son John, was not born till the 18th of No- 3 — 


vember 1736, fome Days after H. C. was preſented to the Living. 


B | Sixteen 


110 

Sixteen or ſeventeen Years being paſſed over, the Reverend Mr Cooke, 
who had been ſome time Curate of Li#th Bromley, married and ſettled 
in the Pariſh ; and being told by ſome ill-natured Perſon, that he muſt 
ſoon quit the Curacy, for that Mr Newman's eldeſt Son was near of Age, 
and Mr Croſiman was obliged to reſign the Living to him. Mr Cooke 
being very uneaſy at this Report, took a Journey to Sudbury, to aſk 
Mr Newman whether the Report was true. Upon which Mr Newman 
very poſitively told him, that H. C. was not under the leaſt Obligation 
of this kind. The Reverend Mr Maleham was preſent, and heard 


Mr Newman give this Anſwer. 


H. C. having enjoyed this Living almoſt 24 Years, and being returned 
to Sudbury, from his Reſidence at Bromley in the month of October 1760 ; 
The third Son of the Patron went to Mr Maleham, Curate of St Peter's 
in Sudbury, and defired him to come to H. C. which he did, with the 
following Meſſage ; S1R,—* Mr John Newman being now near four and 
twenty Years of Age, deſires me to acquaint you, that he expects you 
« will reſign to him the Living of Litile Bromley.” H. C returned for 
Anſwer, © That he was under no Obligation, either in Law or Conſcience, 
« to reſign; That he was freely preſented 'to this Living, before Mr 

ce John Newman was born, and had never made any kind of Contract / 
« with, or Promiſe to his Father concerning it, and would not have 
« accepted it, if any Conditions had been required,” 


N. B. At this very time Mr Newmar's eldeſt Son Sanuel was not. 
- provided for. 


Mr Newman himſelf, the Patron, was then living, but never once 
demanded of, or asked H. C. to reſign: If he had, H. C. would not 
have complied, but have reminded him of the Preſentation being return- 
ed to him in the Vear 1733, becauſe H. C. would not accept the Living 
upon any Conditions whatſoever : He would alſo have reminded Mr New- 


man of the Declaration he had repeatedly made, namely, That he 


had no By-ends to ſerve, only deſired that the Pariſh might be eaſy 
« and well takencare of.” H. C. never made any Promiſe either direct. 


ly or indirectly, nor left any room for the Patron to expect a Reſignation 


at any Time, or to any Perſon whatſoever. 
| _ T1 would 


7 


[ T ] Fa 


1 War hs add, That e 2 C. had actually held this Living 
for a Minor (the contrary to which has been fully ſhewn) yet Mr Jobn 
Newman, who complains fo heavily, could not poſlibly be injured, as he 
was not born when H. C. was preſented. If any one was wronged, it 
could be no other than Mr Samuel Newman of Dedham, the eldeſt Son 
of the Patron, and fix Years old when H. C. was preſented. And this 
Mr Newman has been heard to ſay, That if he himſelf had a Right to 
the next Preſentation, he ſhould not think H. C. was under any Obligation 
to reſign the Living to him: TIE he never knew nor or heard his Father 
ſpeak of any ſuch Thing. 


With reſpect to Cornard, when H. C. hat to it after the Death 
of the Rev. Mr Gibbon, the ſole Right of Preſentation was in his eldeſt 
2 85 Mics Katherine Gibbon. 


thi done with the fri, and now come to ſpeak to the other heavy 
Charge laid againſt me, namely, The -withholding a Legacy of 500ʃ. 
„ which had been given by a Relation of mine for the Benefit of the 
« Vicarage of Al- Saints in Sudbury.” Has not Mr Newman and his Fa- 
- mily always had an equal Concern with me in the Execution of Mr 
Gibbon's Will, and the Diſpoſal of his Effects? But I ſhall be full and 
particular in the Relation of this Matter. 


The Rev. Mr John Gibbon, who died in Fuly 1744, made the follow- 
ing Deviſe in his laſt Will and Teſtament. * Item, I will that the Sum 
* of Five hundred Pounds be laid out for the Purchaſe of the Advowſon 
or Right of Patronage of the Vicarage of All Saints Pariſh aforeſaid, 
„with the Rights, Members and Appurtenances, or otherwiſe for the 
*« Benefit of the Vicarage and Church of All Saints in Sudbury, to be ſet- 
« tled in lawful manner upon my Three Siſters as s Tenants 1 in common, 


4 and not as Joint-Tenants.” | 
8 


Not to mention, that faen after Mr G:bhon's Death, this Clauſe in the e 


Will was ſhewn to Mr Godbeld, then Vicar of All Saints, and he impow- 


excd to purchaſe the Advowſon, in order to an Augmentation; towards 
3. 2. 5 the 


| T 74; 

the latter End of the ſame Summer, H. C. accompanied by the Rev. Mr 
Maleham, went over to Aſben in Eſſex to treat with Dr Piper, in whom 
the Perpetuity of this Vicarage was veſted : and found him at S/oke Book- 
club, in company with Sir Hervey Ekoss, Dr Warren, Mr Tifer, Mr 

— Sharpe, Mr Pemberton, and others. H. C. before them all recited the 
above Clauſe in Mr Gibbon's Will, and then aſked Dr Piper what he 

would be pleaſed to have for the Advowſon of the faid Church? Declar- 

ing at the ſame Time, that the Remainder of the 500/. after the Purchaſe- 
money paid ſhould be immediately laid out in the Augmentation of the 
Vicarage, which was reckoned about 200. a Year certain Value? The 
Doctor heſitated a little while, then anſwered, He would have 480/. for 
the Advowſon. Sir Hervey Elwes replied directly, What do you mean, 
Doctor, by asking ſuch an exorbitant Price for ſo fmall a Vicarage? If 
4801. be laid out in the Purchaſe, what will be left for the Augmentation? 

| The other Gentlemen expoſtulated with him after the like manner, but 

Y to no purpoſe. H. C. then called Dr Warren aſide, and told him, That 

as Dr Piper had expreſſed himſelf ſo poſitively, it would be in vain to 

fay any thing more to him at preſent, but requeſted that he would be fo 22 

kind as to take another Opportunity to talk with him; and if he would 

=. | not be content with lefs, to- offer him all that could be offered, namely 

| zool. for the purchaſe of the Advowſon, with a promiſe, that the re- 

| maining 200. ſhould be applied, as ſoon as poſſible, to obtain Q. Annes 

Bounty for the Augmentation of the Vicarage. Dr Warren ſome time 

after, made this Offer, but with no more Succeſs than before. 


Thus the Affair reſted during the Life of Mr Godbold, and Mr Hac- 
kett who ſucceeded him, the Executors of Mr Gibbon not being willing to 
augment, unleſs the Right of Preſentation could be purchaſed and ſet- 
Hed upon his Three Siſters, according to the Direction of the Will; for . 
Mr Gibbon had a double Intention in this Deviſe, (as appeared from what 
he had ſaid to his Friends in his Life-time) Firſt, That his Siſters, (one 
of whom, with a near Relation, then lived in the Pariſh) might have the | 
Choice of their Miniſter ; And then, that upon the firſt Vacancy, er 
Malcham, to whom he had left a Legacy of 50 Guineas, might be pre- 
ſenred, and have ſomething certain. 5 


{ 


After 


H 
Alfter the Jeith of Mr Hackett, a ſingle Turn remained in Mr Godbold's 


Family, having been purchaſed by them, and Dr Piper procured his 


Nephew, the preſent Vicar to be preſented to the Vicarage. Mr Piper 
the Vicar had not long been in Poſſeſſion of the Church before he came 
over to H. C. at Bromley, with an Offer from his Uncle the Doctor, that 
if Mr Gibbon's Executors would apply 200). of the Money deviſed towards 
the Augmentation of the Vicarage, he himſelf would add a hundred 
Pounds to it. H. C. that nothing might be neglected on his part which 


might promote Mr Gibbon's Intentions, came back to Sudbury with Mr 


Piper, to conſult the other Executors about it, who determined, that 
they would not attempt to augment the Vicarage, unleſs the Advowſon 
could be firſt had. Ee 


Copy of a LETTER from Dr Piper to a Friend in London, on occaſion 


of H. C.'s Propoſal to purchaſe and then e, which had been 
mentioned to the Biſhop of Norwich. 


« In Anſwer to Mr Croſiman's propoſal, be fo boot as to repre- 
* ſent to his Lordſhip,” that I cannot at preſent think of diſmembring 
a the Vicarage from my Eſtate, which will be a complete one, conſiſt- 


« ing of the Manor with its Demeſnes, the Impropriate Tythes and the 


« Advowſon after Mrs Ty/en's Death; but ſhould I alter my Intentions, 
Mr Cre/sman ſhould know it. In the mean time, if he will apply 200/, 

will add a hundred more out of my own Pocket, as a farther Induce- 
« ment to the more ſpeedy and effectual obtaining of Q. Anne's Bounty- 
e money for "the Augmentation of it, and he may reſerve in his hands 


e the remaining 3oo/. with the growing Intereſt thereon, for the pur- 


* chaſe of the Advowſon whenever the Patron ſhall be diſpoſed to ſell 
* the ſame. By theſe Means the late Mr Gbbon's pious Intention for 
the Benefit of Ms Church may be performed without farther Delay, 


« and the other part of his Will * to tlie Purchaſe, may be Iike- 


* wile complied with, on the firſt Occaſion that offers; nor does it ſig- 


* nify in the Interim, in whoſe Hands the Advowſon is, ſmce the Bene- 
ee fit of the Church will be the ſame. I only mention this Method, ſub- 


< mitting it to your Lordfhip's great Wiſdom and better Regulations.” 


T am, Rev. SIR, 
Your moſt obliged, humble Servant, 


Joun PIPER, 
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Tuts Letter, or a Copy of it, being ſent to E. C. an Anſwer was given 
to it in Writing as follows; 


«* Tax Executors of Mr Gibbon look upon themſelves as not obliged 
te by his Will to augment the Vicarage of Ml. Saints, unleſs they could 
* firſt purchaſe the Advowſon. However, as Dr Piper has offered 100. 
« Mr Newman and Mr Croſsman will give gol. each in order to obtain 
* the Queen's Bounty for the Augmentation of the Vicarage. Or if Dr 
« Piper himſelf will advance 200). in order to an Augmentation, we will, 


* as ſoon as Security can be had, put out 2001. in ſafe Hands, and en- 
te gage that the whole Intereſt of it ſhall be yearly paid to the Vicar of All- 


* Saints until the Advowſon can be purchaſed, and then the Principal ſhall 
te be applied to a farther Augmentation.” 


Tho. Newman. 
H. Croſiman. 


N. B. Dr Piper's Nephew, Oey ordained Prieſt, was in poſſeſſion 
| of the Living when this Offer was made by Mr Newman dd H. C. 

| The Reply to this from Dr Piper was, © that he would do no other- 
| « wiſe than advance 100/. if we would advance 200᷑ <. 


Here the whole Buſineſs entirely ſtopped, and the Executors were 
| threatened with a Bill in Chancery. One End of Mr Gibbon in making 
1 this Deviſe having been already defeated, by ſo young a Man as Mr Piper 
x obtaining the Vicarage of All Saints, that there was no Probability of Mr 
| Malebam ever ſucceeding to it. In the Year 1756, Mrs Katherine Gibbon, 
the only Survivor of the Family, that dwelt in the Houſe in Al Saints 
Pariſh, died; the Relation that had been with her removed into St Peter's 
Pariſh, and then the other Intention of Mr Gibbon in this Deviſe ceaſed 


alſo. $4 {2 hb 


Upon Dr Pipers 8 a Bill in Chancery, the Executors of Mr 

| Gibbon took the Opinion of Counſel, which was, That if this 5oo!. 

x was looked upon as a Charitable Deviſe, intended for the Benefit of 

e the Vicar of Al- Saints, it was void by the Statute of the gth Year of 

K. Geo. the Second, and the Money would fink into the Reſiduum of 
« the Perſonal Eſtate, and go to the ſurviving Siſters of the Teſtator. 


The Money lay dormant till the Year 1760, when it was equally divided 


between Mr Newman and H. C: Although H. C. might have kept his 
Moiety 


» 


ee 

Moiety of 2 col. for his own private Uſe, the Deviſe being void by the 
Statute of Mortmain. Vet conſidering that there was an Intention, that 
a Clergyman not ſufficiently provided for ſhould be benefited by it, he 
reſolved that neither he nor any of his Family ſhould reap the leaſt Ad- 
vantage from it, therefore put the whole Sum of 2500. into the public 
Funds (the Three per Cent. Annuities) and bought with it 300/, Stock. 

The Intereſt of it, being nine pounds a Year, has been ever ſince paid 
by H. C. to the Rev. Mr Malebam, in whoſe Pariſhes the two ſurviving 
Siſters of Mr Gibbon, and their near Relation beforementioned, now live. 

Mr Malebam's Pariſhes are large, his Stipend ſmall; and we certainly 
know that he was the Perſon intended to be preſented by the Deviſe of 
the Teſtator, if the Advowſon could have been purchaſed ſoon after his 


Death. 


Having then fairly ſtated both Caſes, I think I have a Right to demand 
Juſtice from the World, in regard to thoſe Calumnies with which I have 
been moſt cruelly and maliciouſly upbraided: And I would only add, that 

with reſpe& to the Living, it has been newly reported that my Wife and 

Mrs Newman agreed upon the Terms of Reſignation whenever Mr New- 
man ſhould defire it. I anſwer, I was not married till fix Years after I 
had been in Poſſeſſion of Bromley, But if any Friend, unknown to me, 
had made any Agreement on my behalf, I could not have fulfilled it, 
it being part of the Oath taken before Inſtitution, I will not at any Time 
* hereafter perform or ſatisfy any kind of Payment, Contract or Promiſe, 
* made by any other without my Knowledge or Conſent.” 

With reſpect to the Vicarage of All. Saint; (agreeably to my Sentiments 
and Declarations among my Friends, ever fince the 500/. was divided) I 
am now ready to cloſe with either of the following Propoſitions : 

1. If the Advowſon of All- Saints is yet to be purchaſed, I am willing 
to join my 3ool. Stock to the other 250, to purchaſe the Perpetuity, 
and with the Remainder, after the Purchaſe made, to augment the Vica- 
rage; but till that is done, intend Mr Malebam ſhall continue to receive 
the Intereſt as hitherto. Or, 


2. If Mr Newman's F amily chooſe to give 2001. of their Moiety of the ; 
cool. towards augmenting the Vicarage of All-Saints, my Zool. Stock 
ſhall be ſettled, fo that the officiating Curate of St Peter's and St . 8 
in Sudbury may enjoy the Intereſt of it for ever. 
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